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Date:  January 7, 2020 
Name:    Michael J. Riela       
Address:    Tannenbaum Helpern Syracuse & Hirschtritt LLP 
   900 Third Avenue, 13th Floor 
City, State, Zip:   New York, New York 10022 
Telephone Number:  (212) 508-6700 
Fax Number:  (212) 371-1084 
E-Mail Address: Riela@thsh.com 
 
 
I.  Profession   Accrediting Agency or Jurisdiction  Date of Admissions  
 Attorney  New Jersey State Bar    2001 
 Attorney  New York State Bar    2002 
 Attorney  U.S. District Court – D. New Jersey  2002 

Attorney  U.S. District Court – S.D.N.Y.  2003 
Attorney  U.S. District Court – E.D.N.Y.  2003 
Attorney  2nd Circuit Court of Appeals   2012 
Attorney  3rd Circuit Court of Appeals   2013 
Attorney  U.S. District Court – N.D.N.Y.  2019  

  
II.  Professional Organization   Date of Admission   Active/Inactive  

American Bankruptcy Institute 2012    Active 
 
New York State Bar Association 2012    Active 
 
New York City Bar Association  2014    Active 
 
International Association of  
Privacy Professionals    2016    Active 
 
Federal Bar Association   2019    Active 
 
Turnaround Management 

 Association    2014    Inactive 
 
III.  General Professional Experience:  
I have been a bankruptcy/restructuring attorney since 2001.  I represent debtors and creditors in 
complex Chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and out-of-court restructurings, as well as creditors in 
Chapter 7 cases.  I also regularly represent litigants in adversary proceedings, including in 
preference and fraudulent transfer actions.  I also represent purchasers and sellers of assets in 
Section 363 and Chapter 11 plan sales, as well as professional services firms in contested and 
uncontested professional retention and fee matters. 
 
My biography is available at my firm’s website at:  https://www.thsh.com/attorneys/michael-j-
riela.  
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IV.  Experience and Familiarity with Bankruptcy Law:  
I advise clients in corporate and real estate Chapter 11 and Chapter 7 bankruptcy cases, out-of-
court restructurings, M&A transactions involving distressed sellers, debtor-in-possession and 
bankruptcy exit loan facilities, and insolvency-related litigation.  My clients primarily include 
distressed companies, boards of directors, indenture trustees, hedge funds, private equity firms, 
landlords, professional services firms in retention and fee matters, trade creditors, contract 
counterparties and shareholders. 
 
V.  Mediation Training: 

• Advanced Commercial Mediation Training, New York City Bar Association, June 5, 6 
and 7, 2019 (23.5 credit hours). 

 
• Advanced Commercial Mediation Training, New York State Bar Association, June 11 

and 12, 2019 (16 credit hours). 
 

• Basic Mediation Training, New York Center for Interpersonal Development, October 21, 
22 and 23, 2019 (27 credit hours). 

 
VI.  Mediation Experience:  
I have represented parties as counsel in numerous mediations, including mediations of complex 
contested Chapter 11 plan issues, and mediations of preference and fraudulent transfer actions. 
 
VII.  Area of Expertise:  
See Sections III. and IV. above regarding my bankruptcy and restructuring experience.  
 
In addition to my bankruptcy and restructuring work, I am also a data privacy and cybersecurity 
attorney.  In that regard, I am a Certified Information Privacy Professional/United States Private 
Sector (CIPP/US), a Certified Information Privacy Professional/Europe (CIPP/E) and a Certified 
Information Privacy Manager (CIPM), which are designations awarded by The International 
Association of Privacy Professionals.  
 
I also represent lenders and borrowers in commercial finance transactions. 
 
VIII.  General Pertinent Business or Legal Experience:  
I have spoken on, and have written numerous articles about, various bankruptcy law and data 
privacy law issues.  A partial list of my articles and speaking engagements is available on my 
firm’s website at:  https://www.thsh.com/attorneys/michael-j-riela 
 
IX.  Other Pertinent Information:  
I currently am a member of the New York City Bar’s Standing Committee on Bankruptcy and 
Corporate Reorganization. 
 
I am an active volunteer in the community, serving as a Cub Scout leader and a Little League 
baseball coach.  I also serve on the board of directors of the Edgemont School Foundation. 
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X.  Fee Structure (Compensation and Expense Reimbursement):  
I will charge for my services as a mediator on an hourly basis, plus actual out-of-pocket 
expenses.  I will consider other fee arrangements in appropriate cases. 
 
XI.  Pro Bono Preference:   
Brooklyn 
 
 


