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I. Profession:  Attorney 

Accrediting Agency/Jurisdiction: State Bar of New York 2004 
      State Bar of Texas  1981 
 
II. Professional Organizations 

American Bar Association      1981 
 Business Law Section 
 Litigation Section 
 International Section 
  Secured Trans. & Insolv. Committee 
  Animal Law Committee 
American Bankruptcy Institute     1982 
 Mediation Committee 
International Women’s Insolvency &     1993 
 Restructuring Confederation 
International Insolvency Institute     2002 
 Membership Committee 
New York State Bar Association     2004 
Assoc. of the Bar of the City of New York    2005 
 Animal Law Committee 
State Bar of Texas       1982 

 
III. General Professional Experience 

After 35 years of practice, I retired as a partner in the Bankruptcy and Business 
Restructuring section of Haynes and Boone, LLP, where I served in several leadership 
roles, including as chair of the section for five years.  

IV.  Experience and Familiarity with Bankruptcy Law  

I have 38 years of experience representing debtors, creditors, creditors' committees, 
lenders, trustees, acquirors and other parties-in-interest in reorganization proceedings and 
out-of-court financial restructurings.  I am also a bankruptcy litigator with particular 
experience in bankruptcy appeals. I speak frequently on insolvency issues both in the U.S. 
and internationally.  I have served as a mediator of bankruptcy-related commercial 
disputes, including serving as one of 16 court-approved mediators of the Lehman Brothers 
mortgage indemnification claims.  I have also acted as a consultant in a number of out of 
court restructurings, including the recent renegotiation and refinancing of a $20 million 
commercial real estate project in Ohio and the analysis and settlement of potential lender 
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liability claims for a small oil and gas producer as part of an out of court debt restructuring.  
I have acted as a litigation consultant in a RICO lawsuit against a lender and court-
appointed receiver in Michigan and represent a contract counterparty in the Sears chapter 
11 case. 

IV. Mediation Training 

Forty-Hour Bankruptcy Mediation Training program sponsored by the American 
Bankruptcy Institute and St. Johns University (December 8-12, 2013)  

VI.  Mediation Experience  

Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc.: On court-approved list of mediators handling mediation 
of mortgage indemnification claims.  

Additionally, I have been through mediation in several cases in which I represented a 
litigant (major ones listed below). 

SemGroup: Represented senior secured lender and trading counterparty in court-ordered 
mediation of issues relating to lien priorities between senior secured lenders and oil and 
gas producers. 
Adelphia: Represented senior secured lender and agent bank in court-ordered mediation of 
plan issues and in court-ordered mediation of lender liability litigation brought by 
Unsecured Creditors’ Committee/Adelphia Recovery Trust.  
Southmark: Represented defendant in mediation of disgorgement and malpractice litigation 
brought against major accounting firm by post-confirmation trustee. 
PPMC: Represented senior lender in court-ordered mediation over wireless licenses with 
FCC.  

 
VII. Areas of Expertise 
 

I have expertise in all areas of commercial insolvency, including restructuring issues, 
preferences and fraudulent transfers, and other areas of bankruptcy litigation. 

 
VIII. General Pertinent Business or Legal Experience 
  

I have extensive industry experience in oil and gas, coal, healthcare, retail, telecom, 
manufacturing and aviation. I also have expertise in international insolvency issues, 
including those involved in chapter 15 cases as well as enforcement of foreign judgments 
in the U.S. and in other jurisdictions.  
 
While my work has been 100% bankruptcy/restructuring work, I have been able to wear 
many hats.  I have negotiated and drafted loan agreements and plans of reorganization, and 
all the related corporate documents that accompany the restructuring process on the 
business side.  I have also handled all court appearances related to my cases, including the 
trial of the usual bankruptcy contested matters, such as debtor-in-possession financing, 



 

Judith Elkin 3 

assumption and rejection of contracts and plan confirmation, as well as the prosecution or 
defense of adversary proceedings on avoidance actions and claims.  I have handled these 
matters through their normal life cycle of discovery and trial in bankruptcy court, and then 
appeal to either the district court and/or the court of appeals, where I have both argued and 
assisted on briefing numerous matters.  To the extent related to a specific bankruptcy case 
and my client’s role in the case, I have also assisted with or monitored state and federal 
criminal proceedings, state and federal regulatory proceedings and international arbitration 
proceedings.  Depending upon the position of my client in a case, I have acted both as 
counsel for the defendant (the person being sued by either the debtor or the creditors’ 
committee) or counsel to the plaintiff (suing on behalf of the debtor or the creditors’ 
committee standing in the shoes of the debtor.) 
 
I have represented clients in reorganization proceedings and financial restructurings 
involving just about every industry.  I have worked on cases involving retail, trucking, 
hospitals and nursing homes, steel, oil and gas, real estate, coal, aviation, hospitality, 
security broker/dealers (both bankruptcy and SIPA proceedings), asbestos and agriculture.   
I have negotiated with regulatory agencies such as the PBGC, FERC, SEC, EPA, and their 
state counterparts as applicable.  I have negotiated with labor unions.  I have successfully 
represented my lender clients in the defense of numerous lender liability lawsuits.  The size 
of my cases has ranged from the so-called “mega cases” like Enron and MF Global to small 
closely held local companies.   
 

IX. Other Pertinent Information  
 
In addition to that set forth above, I have the following experience: 
 
Professional Leadership 
 
I have held leadership roles in several bar organizations.  In these roles, I have been 
responsible for programming, and well as dealing with the administrative issues with the 
applicable organization’s administrative leadership in terms of programming, financing 
events, financing speakers and the like.  In certain organizations (IWIRC), I am a founding 
member and was responsible for the growth of the organization, the restructuring of its 
board as the organization grew from a few 100 women to over 1200 members/40+ 
networks worldwide, and the development of an annual leadership summit where all 
network chairs and all board members gather from around the world to discuss goals and 
strategy. 
 

 American Bankruptcy Institute: Co-Chair, Mediation Committee Programming 
Subcommittee (2017 – present). 

 International Bar Association: Co-Chair, Insolvency Section (2011-2012); Vice-Chair, 
(2009-2010); Co-Chair of Creditors' Rights Committee (2007-2008)  

 International Women's Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC): Chair 
(2010-2012), Vice-Chair (2006-2010), Secretary/Treasurer (2002-2006), Executive 
Committee Member, Founding Member of the organization; Member, New York Network 
and Founding Member, Dallas Network; Co-Chair Advisory Council (in formation)  
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 American Bar Association: Litigation Section, Co-Chair Bankruptcy and Insolvency 
Litigation Committee (1997-2001) 

 American Bar Association: Business Law Section, Co-Chair Business Bankruptcy 
Committee, Legislation and Cross-Border Committee (mid 1990’s) 

 American Bar Association: International Section, Co-Chair Secured Transactions and 
Insolvency Committee (2015-2016), Vice Chair (2013-2015); member, April 2014 Spring 
Meeting planning committee  

 International Insolvency Institute: Co-Chair, Membership Committee, (2016 – present); 
Board Member (2018 – present). 
 
Other Leadership 
 
While at Haynes and Boone, I served as chair of the Bankruptcy Practice Group, chair of 
the Finance Section, which included the bankruptcy, real estate, energy and banking 
practice groups, and as a member of the Partnership Admission Committee and the 
Women’s Practice Committee.  I was one of two partners in the Dallas office asked to open 
the New York office in 2004, and helped grow that office from 6 attorneys to nearly 85 at 
the time I retired from the firm to pursue other interests in June 2016. 
 
Honors 
 

 Recipient of the Melnik Award for Exceptional Contributions by an IWIRC Member, 
International Women's Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) April 2013  

 Recognized in Best Lawyers in America - Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, 2005-2018, Litigation - Bankruptcy, 2012-
2018  

 Recognized as a Super Lawyer - Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law (2007-2018)  
 Martindale Hubbell® Law Directory with a Peer Review Rating of AV® Preeminent™  

 
Other Legal Activities 
 
UNCITRAL (United Nations Commission on International Trade Law):  Several of the 
organizations to which I belong (IWIRC, IBA Insolvency Section and III) have NGO status 
at the United Nations and attend meetings of the Commission’s working groups relating to 
international insolvency, arbitration and secured transactions.  I have served as delegate for 
each of these organizations attending working group meetings in various cities (New York 
and Vienna) as well as the special Rule of Law Conference held in conjunction with the 
meeting of General Assembly in 2012.  The NGOs comment on proposed model laws, 
rules and policy and provide feedback to the official country delegations.   
 
Civic 
 
Board of Directors, Humane Society of Westchester: 2012 - present.     
Patron: Wildlife Conservation Society: 2004 - present 
University of Wisconsin Law School Board of Visitors (2004-2014) 
Binghamton University Alumni Assn. - Member Metro New York Chapter 
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Board of Directors, Dallas Zoological Society: 2001 - 2004; Treasurer 2003 - 04.  
Tina’s Wish Foundation – Women’s Leadership Council 2016 – 2018  
 

X.  Fee Structure Hourly rate:  $750.00 
 
XI.  Pro Bono Preference: Brooklyn or Long Island 


